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President’s Message
Ling Shurtz, POGMC President
IGEM has come and gone – and it was a good show. Arlington, Dallas, Oak Cliff, and Pleasant Oaks all had club
booths. Our booth positions were held down by Del and Carolyn Grady, Patti and Butch Mitchell, Linda Dallas, and
Ling and Don Shurtz. We had a chance to meet our new member, M. D. Huddleston. This month we will install the
new officers. We will discuss options for the Christmas Dinner, either pot-luck or going out to a restaurant.
POGMC was represented at the SCFMS Convention by Ling Shurtz (delegate) and Don Shurtz (SCFMS Treasurer).
The convention was held in conjunction with the Austin Gem and Mineral Society show on October 24, 25, and26
with the Convention being held on Saturday, October 25. POGMC member won many awards. Ling Shurtz, Don
Shurtz, Caroline Grady received awards in the Adult Article competition and David Dobson received an award in the
Feature competition. The Chips and Chatter won first place in the Small Bulletin Category and the POGMC Web site
placed second. Many business matters were completed at the SCFMS meeting including passing a budget and
electing of a complete slate of officers for the next year.
See you at the November meeting.

Minutes of the October 2015 Meeting
The October 1st, 2015 club meeting was called to order at 7:30pm by President Ling Shurtz.
The Pledge to the flag was led by Carolyn Grady.
Sunshine report: Butch and Patti Mitchell are still having health problems, but they keep on chugging along the best
they can.
Minutes: We discussed the minutes of the September meeting that were printed in the Chips and Chatter. A motion
to accept the minutes was made by Carolyn. The motion was seconded by Lee Elms, and the motion passed.
Treasurers' Report: Del Grady gave the Treasurers' report. A motion to accept the Treasurers' report was made by
Carolyn, and the motion was seconded by Don Shurtz. The motion passed unanimously.
Old Business:
The nominating committee submitted the following slate of officers for 2016:
 President:
Ling Shurtz
 Vice President:
Carolyn Grady
 Treasurer:
Del Grady
 Secretary:
Lee Elms
 Newsletter Editor:
Don Shurtz
Carolyn made a motion to accept the slate of officers as presented.
New Business: The IGEM Show is coming up.
 Keith Harmon is having a garage sale this weekend in Rusk.
 October 10th is the Dallas Rock Swap.
 The Cowtown club is having a show this weekend.
We had our refreshment break and then we had our presentation, which was the 2nd half of the Basic Soldering
Techniques DVD we had started watching last month. We watched soldering pins for earrings' posts, stick
soldering and then soldering bezels.
After we watched the DVD we had our raffle and then the meeting was adjourned at 8:45pm.
Respectfully submitted,
Lee Elms, Secretary
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Show Calendar - Upcoming Show Dates
Nov 7 – 8, Amarillo, TX, Golden Spread G&MS, Amarillo Civic Cntr, finfran@midplains.coop
Nov 7 – 8, Midland, TX, Midland G&MS, Midland Cntr
Nov 14 – 15, Round Rock TX, Paleo Society of Austin, Old Settlers Park
Nov 20 – 21, Enid, OK, Enid G&MS, Hoover Building, leon.walters@att.net, www.enidgemandmineral.org
Nov 21 – 22, Mesquite, TX, Dallas G&MS, Mesquite Rodeo Cntr Exhibit Hall, bravo1bravo@sbcglobal.net,
www.dallasgemandmineral.org
Dec 4 – 6, El Paso, TX, El Paso M&GS, El Maida Auditorium, gemcenter@aol.com
Jan 16 – 17, Fredericksburg, TX, Fredericksburk Rockhounds, Lady Bird Johnson Park, gedeonjim1@gmail.com
Jan 20 – 24, QIA Pow Wow, Quartzite, AZ. Many other shows in area from Jan 1 – Feb 14
Jan 30 – Feb 14, Tucson, AZ, numerous shows in Tucson area.
May 7 – 8, Lubbock, TX, Lubbock G&MS and the SCFMS Show and Convention,
http://www.lubbockgemandmineral.org/57th-annual-show
Ref:

September October 2015 SCFMS Newsletter
Rock & Gem Show Calendar, http://www.rockngem.com/show-dates-display/?ShowState=ALL

Editor’s Corner – THE 2015 SCFMS CONVENTION
Don Shurtz, Pleasant Oaks Gem and Mineral Club of Dallas

The 2015 SCMFS Convention has come and gone. I think this will be remembered for the amount of
rain that fell. Our trip started out Friday morning with the drive to Austin. As we neared Temple the
traffic came to a screeching halt; in the next two and half hours we moved about 4 miles. When we
finally got to Loop 363 we altered our plans from continue down 35 to opting for the loop and the TX 95 down to
Bastrop where we spent our nights. The entire trip we were in and out of rain showers, some quite heavy. When
we stopped we caught a bit of a break being able to get the car off the tow in only a light mist.
The next morning started bright and early – in a heavy rain for the drive over to Austin for the Breakfast with the
Editors and Web Masters. Pleasant Oaks and our members picked up some SCFMS awards – Carolyn, Ling, and Don
for Adult Articles and David for a Feature article. The Chips and Chatter was first place in small bulletins and the
POGMC web site was second place. We also picked up one AFMS award – Don in Adult Articles. On a happy-sad
note, Paul Good, the editor of the SCFMS Newsletter for the last 18 years announced that the November-December
2015 issue would be his last. The Breakfast lasted about 2 hours as both SCFMS and AFMS awards were presented.
We then caught a couple of hours break but at 1:00 PM we were in place for the Delegate’s Meeting. The Delegate’s
Meeting is generally a boring experience – a lot of calling for reports with a reply of “the report is in the packet”.
This meeting measured up to the “normal boring” standards. There were, however, a couple of interesting
diversions. The president of the AMFS (Marion Roberts), the AFMS President Elect (Matt Charsky), the presidents of
the California, Northwest, and Midwest Federations (Tom Burchard, Hideme Kira, and James Marburger),and the
Vice President of the American Land Access Association (Lauren Williams) were all in attendance because of the
AFMS convention earlier in the week. Virginia Adian broke away from the “in the packet” response when she
discussed the SCFMS Scholarship Fund. She explained how the Fund operated and who can be nominated as a
Scholarship Honoree (basically anyone). She plans to provide more information for our web site. Another
interesting diversion was the Endowment Fund discussion lead by Emerson Tucker. Emerson presented a Patron
Award to Mary Trammell and suggested the depositing of the Endowment Fund records (boxes and boxes) to the
Southwest Collection Special Collections Library of Texas Tech University. Emerson suggested that all clubs donate
their records to a local library for storage and for historical reference. After a few more “in the packet” responses,
the Budget for 2016 was discussed and passed and new officers for the year starting in November 2015 were
elected. A final major diversion from the “boring standard” was a discussion in the New Business area spearheaded
by Joyce Speed calling for certain publications (primarily the SCFMS Directory being distributed in hard copy. A
long discussion ensued on the pros and cons of using email and web for most of the SCFMS communications. A
resolution to the issue was not reached. The meeting was adjourned around 3:00 PM.
Chips and Chatter
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November Birthstones, Topaz and Citrine
Don Shurtz, Pleasant Oaks Gem and Mineral Club of Dallas

There are two birthstones for November, topaz and citrine. Topaz is the more traditional birthstone for November;
citrine is a relatively new addition to the birthstone list. In ancient times, all yellow stones were called topaz, and it
is quite easy to confuse citrine with yellow topaz. Topaz is aluminum silicate (Al2SiO4) and citrine, the yellow
member of the quartz family, is silicon dioxide (SiO2). On the Mohs hardness scale topaz is the defining mineral for
hardness 8 and quartz (hence citrine) the defining mineral for hardness 7. Both leave a white streak, but topaz has
a much higher specific gravity (about 3.7) than quartz / citrine (2.6).
The real questions regarding topaz as the November birthstone is “what color should the topaz
be”? Most jewelers indicate yellow, but a few web sites show a blue colored topaz as the
birthstone. However, topaz comes as a clear stone and in brown, yellow, blue, green, orange,
pink, and red colors. Yellow topaz is the state gemstone of Utah, and blue topaz is the state
gemstone of Texas. I think that almost anywhere in Texas they could consider blue topaz to be
the more popular variety. If you really want to kill two birds with one stone (so to speak), get a
blue topaz cut with the Lone Star cut (it shows a 5 pointed “lone star” in the stone) and then
you can have both a state gemstone and a birthstone. Of course you would have to change that
to yellow if you want to accomplish a birthstone and state gemstone if you live in Utah. Topaz
is mentioned in the later translations of the Bible as one of the 12 stones on the Breastplate of the
High Priest. Topaz also seems to have a myriad of mystical properties including the ability sooth,
heal, and stimulate. Other attributes associated to topaz include promoting truth and forgiveness,
bring joy, generosity, abundance and good health. It also is supposed to assist in problem solving
and expressing ideas. There are still more properties attributed to topaz, but it would seem to take
up a whole page just to list them. Topaz is found in many parts of the world. The leading suppliers
are Brazil, Mexico, Russia, Sri Lanka, Afghanistan, Pakistan, Germany, Italy, Norway, Sweden, Japan,
Australia, Nigeria, and the United States. In the United States yellow topaz can be found in the
Topaz Mountains and blue topaz can be found in the Mason County area of the Llano Uplift.
At least with citrine there question its color. It is the yellow variety of quartz, so it is yellow and no
other color (but let’s not address hues of yellow). Many believe citrine to receive its power from the
sun, thus its color. It is supposed to clear you mind and to awaken creativity and imagination. It is
sometimes called the money stone helps one to acquire and maintain wealth. It is also supposed to
attract love and happiness and to prevent the wearer from suffering from a broken heart. However,
there may be a downside to owning a citrine. It may amplify aggressiveness and is not
recommended for those with a quick or fiery temper. ). Citrine is really quite rare. Some argue that
only those pieces of yellow quartz with trace amounts of irradiated aluminum are citrine. These
stones will pale when heated, but can regain their color if irradiated. It is, however, relatively easy
to produce a yellow quartz by heat treating amethyst, the purple variety of quartz. Once treated, the
color does not fade and it is extremely hard to identify which stones have been treated. However, many “purists” do
not consider heat treated amethyst to be citrine. As in many cases, you need to trust your source if you want to
purchase natural citrine. Brazil is the leading exporter of natural citrine. Other areas where citrine is found include
Argentina and Uruguay in South America, Australia, Namibia and Madagascar in Africa, Myanmar and Sri Lanka in
Asia, Romania, Slovakia, the United Kingdom, and Norway in Europe, and Maine, New Jersey, Arkansas, Colorado,
Arizona, California, and Mexico in North America.
Ref:

The American Gem Society, Birthstones by Month, http://www.americangemsociety.org/birthstones

Charms of light, http://www.charmsoflight.com/

Crystal Vaults, http://www.crystalvaults.com/

Mindat.org, http://www.mindat.org/

Wikipedia, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki
Pictures from WikiMedia Commons, https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki:

Citrine, Rob Lavinsky, iRocks.com, licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 Unported

Yellow Topaz, Rob Lavinsky, iRocks.com, licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 Unported

Blue Topaz, Rob Lavinsky, iRocks.com, licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 Unported
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SAFETY REPORT, BE CAREFUL CLEANING!
George E. Browne
From the September – October 2015SCFMS Newsletter
Originally published in the March – April 2003 SCFMS Newsletter

It is that time of year when we start going on more field trips or more distant field trips and the amount of material
we bring home increases. When we get the material home we often want to clean it. Generally cleaning our
newfound treasurers is not a problem providing we know what the material is. However there are some specimens
that should be left exactly the way they were found because cleaning could destroy them. So we have two concerns,
one is the safety of our specimens and the other is our personal safety.
Most of the material we find can be safely cleaned with water and a brush or with a mild detergent. I prefer
dishwashing detergents to laundry detergents because laundry detergents often contain bleach that could harm the
material. However, again let me emphasize the importance of knowing what your material is. Remember everything
we collect is composed of chemicals that may react with our cleaning compounds.
Also be careful of mixing cleaning compounds. Some of our old safety books warned about adding bleach to cleaning
solutions. This is still good advise because bleach often contains chlorine which could be released or form other
toxic compounds that could kill you. But we shouldn’t just limit our warning to chlorine bleach. There are countless
numbers of cleaning products available today. Just browse the cleaning products area of your local supermarket;
there seems to be a cleaning product for every stain know to man. These products may be beneficial but before you
purchase or use any of the compounds READ THE LABEL. Some may produce toxic fumes or cause blindness or be
caustic and cause burns to the skin. If you do use them, be sure the appropriate respirators, eye protection, gloves
or other safety equipment.
DO NOT MIX CLEANING COMPOUNDS unless you know precisely what they will do. The cleaning compounds are
chemicals, your rocks are chemicals and when you mix the compounds or add them to your specimens you may
produce a mixture that is dangerous. Experimentation can be fatal. Knowledge is the key to safety. If you must clean,
clean carefully and be safe.

Editor’s Corner – THE 2015 SCFMS AWARDS BANQUET
Don Shurtz, Pleasant Oaks Gem and Mineral Club of Dallas

The Awards Banquet was the culmination of a long day. The show and all the activities (Breakfast with
the Editor and Web Masters, Convention, etc. were at the Palmer Event’s Center. Parking at the Center
was $8.00 per day with no in-and-out privileges. We ended up with about 3 hours to kill after the convention and
the awards banquet. That really was not enough time to get back to the campground and then back to the Center,
but it did give us plenty of time to look at the display cases and vendor exhibits. But finally it was time for the
Banquet. I was delayed for a few of minutes going from the car to the Banquet room, and when I arrived Ling had
found us seats next to Mr. Bob Jones, the Senior Consulting Editor at Rock and Gem Magazine. He also writes at least
one feature article each month. It was a pleasure to have a few minutes to talk with him, a delightful person with a
lot of stories. There were two highlights during the Awards Presentation. The AFMS Scholarship Honoree was
Linda Simpson from Corpus Christi. It was interesting to hear her describe how hard it was to give money (the two
scholarship grants) away. Then it was time for the real highlight of the evening, the Golden Sparkplug Award
presentation. This year’s recipient was Ron Carmen. As the presenter Ike House mentioned, because of all the
efforts that Ron had given to the SCFMS it was assumed that he had previously been a winner. He wasn’t, but now
he is. Ron has been both the SCFMS and AFMS president and is still extremely active in with the Uniform Rules
Committee and display case judging. After Ron’s award had been presented, Ike did not sit down. Instead he
indicated how the rules of the award would sometimes allow more than one winner in a year. This year there was a
second award, and what an award. Paul Good was selected for his second Golden Spark Plug winner – the first
double spark plug award ever presented by the SCFMS. Paul won his first award back in 2003, and now 12 years
later he is still the SCFMS Newsletter Editor (although the next issue will be his last), Directory Chair, and all around
great help to the SCFMS and his community. My congratulations go out to both Ron and Paul. The Golden Spark
Plug Award is a special award and both Ron and Paul are deserving of the award.
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PLEASANT OAKS GEM and MINERAL CLUB of Dallas
Meetings
First Thursday of each month, 7:30 PM
Garland Women’s Activities Building
713 Austin St.
Garland, TX
(Northeast corner of Austin & Glenbrook
Membership
Single Adult: $16.00,
Junior: $5.00, Family: $27.50
(Plus badge fee for new members)

CHIPS AND CHATTER
Pleasant Oaks Gem & Mineral Club
PO Box 831934
Richardson, TX 75083-1934

To:

The November meeting will at the Garland Women’s Activities Building on Thursday, November 5th at 7:30 PM. We
will have a video detailing the finding of Sue, one of the finest T-Rex fossils ever found
The December meeting is scheduled for December 3rd – details to be determined at our November meeting

Visit an Area Club
Arlington Gem & Mineral Club, 1408 Gibbins, Arlington, TX, 1st Tuesday of each month at 7:30 pm
Cowtown G, M, & Glass Club, meets the 2nd Tuesday at 7:00 pm, Corp. Emp. Rec. Association (CERA) 3300 Bryant Irvin Rd. Fort Worth
Dallas Bead Society, The Point at CC Young, 4847 W. Lawther Dr., Dallas, TX meets 1st Saturday of each month at 10:00 am
Dallas Gem & Mineral Society meets the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7 pm, American Legion, 10205 Plano Rd, Dallas (next to their shop)
Dallas Paleontological Society, 2nd Wed. of each month at 7:30 pm, Brookhaven Geotechnology Institute, 3939 Valley View Lane, 75244
Ft. Worth Gem & Mineral Club, meets the 4th Tuesday of each month at 7:30 pm, 3545 Bryan Ave, Ft Worth,
Oak Cliff Gem & Min Soc., 4th Tuesday of each month at 7:30 pm, Unitarian Universalist Church, 3839 W. Keist Blvd, Dallas,
Pleasant Oaks Gem & Mineral Club meets the 1st Thur. of each month at 7:30 pm, Garland Women's Activities Bldg., 713 Austin,
Garland,
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